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ELIZABETH QUAY — CHEVRON OFFICE TOWER — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

870. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Planning: 
My question is about the Chevron announcement that the minister made today. I refer to the Premier’s comments 
this morning when he said, “Yes, I have agreed to it. I agreed to it some months ago”, regarding Chevron’s two-
year deferral to begin work on its planned office tower at Elizabeth Quay. I contrast that with the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority’s comments last Friday in answering a question about the future of the 
tower that the request is being reviewed. 

(1) Who is right—the Premier or the MRA? 

(2) When did the minister first receive the deferral request? 

(3) Has the minister formally approved the deferral request? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
(1)–(3) There have been discussions between Chevron and the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority over at 

least the last couple of months—probably somewhat longer, in fact—and the Premier has been 
informed of those discussions, as have I, of course, but a formal request was submitted by Chevron only 
late last week; I think it was Thursday of last week. From my point of view, and I am sure the Premier’s 
point of view, we would have preferred there was something formally in the public arena about 
Chevron’s intentions earlier than has been the case, but it was up to Chevron to make that statement, 
given that the action is being taken by it. As I said, the formal request was submitted only late last 
week, but discussions have been underway for some time. The formal approval will be given by the 
MRA board once it has finalised its negotiations with Chevron. Consideration needs to be given about 
how the site is managed and activated prior to construction work commencing. The Premier has made it 
clear that the government supports the request, and that is what he expressed through the media today. 
There is no conflict in the directions being taken; there is simply a matter of detail about how the 
legalities are dealt with. 

I note that the opposition has for quite some time been expressing its strong opposition to the 
Elizabeth Quay project and, in fact, the shadow minister who just asked the question made the 
statement yesterday, and I quote — 

“The State is now in a situation where it has poured $500 million into this inlet project without 
knowing how it will actually benefit West Australians”. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: When the member for West Swan, in the distant future, has—hopefully from her point of 
view—the opportunity to be in government, she will understand that she needs to be a little more accurate in the 
statements that she makes. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: There has been nothing like $500 million put into this project. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order now for the second time. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The initial capital allocation by the government on behalf of taxpayers has been approximately 
$440 million. Of that we expect that, ultimately, about half will be recovered through land sales. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the third time. I think you have now got to make 
up your mind what you want to do this afternoon. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: To this point, $89 million has been achieved in land sales; $64 million from Chevron and — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: It has actually paid for it! There was $25 million as an initial payment and then ultimately 
more will be achieved through the sale of lots 9 and 10 to the Far East Consortium International Ltd that is 
developing the Ritz–Carlton Hotel and the associated apartments. More revenue will be achieved once the 
apartments are sold if above a certain amount is achieved, and my advice is that that will be the case. A 
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substantial amount of revenue will be recovered from the project as a result of the investment that has been made 
by the state government to this project, which undoubtedly will be of major benefit to Western Australians, Perth 
residents and the tourism industry in Western Australia. 

Just as an incidental point, the Leader of the Opposition has been asking about unemployment and job creation 
today. What does he say to all of the thousands of workers who have been involved either on the site, or 
associated with businesses, who have obtained work through the site and are currently employed as a result of 
this project? It is, in fact, one of the major projects the state has invested in that is supporting employment in 
Western Australia. 
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